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The nature of what we teach at Watford Grammar School for Boys has always been a
central consideration of the School and a subject that we have reviewed annually to
ensure that our boys are well-equipped to be able to live happy, successful and
fulfilling lives. We are also obliged to ensure that we are meeting legislative
requirements, as well as listening to the views of our students and their parents. This
year, we have conducted a review of our of curriculum provision in the context of a
new Ofsted inspection
framework which places more
emphasis than ever before on
the curriculum offer. In
particular, Ofsted are keen to
promote the provision of a
broad and balanced
curriculum which is
sufficiently challenging for all
students. We believe that we
already meet this descriptor,
but there is scope to enhance our curriculum further and the letter accompanying this
newsletter provides an overview of our recent review, coupled with an outline of
some of the changes to follow in the next academic year.
Best Wishes for Half Term,

Mr I Cooksey
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History News
The History Department just returned from another successful mission to the
Battlefields of Ypres and the Somme. 46 new recruits from Years 9 and 10 visited
Tynecot, Thiepval and the trenches of Sanctuary Wood. Students took part in the Last
Post ceremony and laid a wreath at the Menin Gate where Mr Williams proudly read
the exhortation. A big thanks goes out to Mr Silver for his energy, and late recruits Mr
Wallis for his stamina and Mr Williams for his excellent quiz mastery. Thank you to all
the students for making it such a fun adventure once again.

The History Boys proudly hosted a visit from Old Boys Adam Groves and Gavin
Herbertson who talked about their journeys since school and the success they have
seen in their careers with both History and English respectively. They gave a really
inspiring talk and spoke highly of the support they received at school that set on the
path to success. We wish them all the best with their future plans.

Students in Year 9 and the Sixth Form had the amazing opportunity to learn from the
highly acclaimed historian Roger Moorhouse. He came to talk about the process of his
research, the importance of reading and practising writing and the areas of 20th
century History
which are largely
forgotten or
purposely
overlooked.
Students asked a
range of very
thought provoking
questions on the
journey of writing and
how to spot
totalitarian
tendencies. He was
very impressed with
their level of
engagement and
interest in all
things historical.
Many thanks to the
History, English and
PRE Departments
for coming together.
make it happen.

News from the Library
On the 16th January the boys in years 8 and 9 were fortunate to have a visit from the
author Nikesh Shukla. Nikesh talked about his latest book, ‘The Boxer’, what inspires
him as a writer and how he deals with struggles we can all encounter in everyday life.
Nikesh was very popular with the boys and staff alike, a testament to his visit is that

his books are still being reserved in the Library weeks afterwards. Nikesh was
supported by Chorleywood Bookshop, from whom we received a great comment ‘I
was so impressed by the boys’ attentiveness during the presentations – they were a
real credit to the school’. Nikesh himself was also impressed with our boys, and with
many of the questions they asked…’they were obviously listening!!’ he said.
We look forward to the opportunity to invite Nikesh Shukla back to visit us in the
future – if he can fit us in, he has lots going on with a potential television series based
on his books, and many more books to write.

News from around the School
A record number of lower sixth boys are
taking the Biology Olympiad this year,
results and certificates due in April.
Sustainability
The School Eco-Council had its
inaugural meeting this week. It is a forum
for students’ voice, discussion and
suggestions to improve the sustainability
and biodiversity of the School. For this
academic year the Chairman is Rory

Bartlett-Tisdall 9B with Aaditya Chohan
from 7P filling the role of Vice-Chair.
The School will be participating in a
writing implements recycling scheme. All
used pens, pencils and board markers can
be collected by departments and brought
to the collection boxes in the library,
Biology foyer and Stem centre for
recycling. There will also be spot prizes
given to students who are using this
scheme. Please encourage your sons to
take part.

Ryan Tanna from last year’s U6 has completed his Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award and
will soon be going to the palace! Congratulations!
Kelsey Trevett, who did the Rickshaw Challenge last year, has secured an AAA offer to
read PPE at Oxford.
Old Boy, Madani Younis, left his position at the Southbank Centre in October to move
to New York to become the Chief Executive Producer of the Shed, the multimilliondollar arts institution on Manhattan’s midwest side. Younis said his appointment
proved that working-class talent could get to senior positions in the world of culture.
“As a young, working-class child of immigrants we search for our heroes in literature,
comic books, and film,” he said. “Sometimes a move like this is a moment that we all
celebrate. It shows this stuff is possible. It tells a really beautiful story about where we
are. I hope it signals a change.
4 students have secured UCAS offers from Cambridge University and 2 from Oxford in
this year's round of UCAS applications. Many congratulations to them. This includes
Paul Greally’s organ scholarship at King’s College Cambridge which is a very
prestigious achievement for both Paul and the school.

Congratulations to our Yr 12 German debating team ( Luke, Aryan, Thomas and
Amelia) as they won the second round of the Goethe Institut national competition on
Friday against a team from Bishop’s Stortford High School. They now go forward to
compete in the national semi-final at the beginning of March. They will be debating in
German the topic of whether public transport should be free for all.

The Classics Department have been very busy at the start of the new year. They have
particularly enjoyed taking their Year 8 Classicists to see the new Troy Exhibition at
the British Museum. 30 boys, Mr Pontin, Miss Streets and Mrs Barnes were able to see
amazing pictures and artefacts from the Ancient World that have been inspired by
Homer's greatest epics: The Iliad and The Odyssey. There was also time to see the
Rosetta Stone and visit some 3,000-year-old mummies. Don't forget that it’s one of
the world's greatest ancient museums is in London and is free to visit!
The Actors of Dionysus came this week to conduct an Ancient Greek Theatre
workshop with a range of Classics students from years 8-10. The boys were fantastic
at exploring and performing selections from the tragic play Antigone, working
together to bring the earliest works of theatre to life.
The department still has trips to Hadrian's Wall and Italy to look forward to this year.

The life and achievements of Holocaust survivor has been given a permanent
dedication at a boys' school. Harry Bibring was a Jewish child refugee evacuated to
Britain before the outbreak of World War Two. His family's shop in Vienna was
destroyed in November 1938 by the Nazis - two days of terror against the Jews which
later came to be called Kristallnacht. Mr Bibring and his sister fled to the UK by train.
Mr Bibring would later train and work as an engineer and after his retirement, he
dedicated his life to educating young people about the Holocaust, receiving a British
Empire Medal for his
work. For a decade, Mr
Bibring, who died in
January last year at the
age of 93, visited
Watford Grammar
School for Boys during
Holocaust Memorial
Week.
In his honour, the
senior annual prize for
philosophy, ethics, and
religion (PRE) at the
school has been
renamed as 'The Harry Bibring Award for Excellence in PRE’. Tanya Charlton, head of
PRE at the school, said: "Harry Bibring was a huge part of life at the school and we
were honoured that he visited our year nine students every year for ten years. Mr
Bibring's son Michael will continue his father's legacy by visiting Watford Grammar
School for Boys at the end of January during Holocaust Memorial Week.
To mark Holocaust Memorial Week, all of year 9 heard the story of Kinder transport
survivor Harry Bibring, as told by his son Michael. Year 9 PRE students visited HMD
events at Watford Synagogue. Mr Braddick Southgate delivered moving whole school
assemblies.
Year 10 students attended their second seminar of the Alan Senitt Upstanders Project
at Nower Hill in Pinner. Oisin Hayes L6G and Shae Mehta L6G will be representing the
school on the Lessons from Auschwitz project run by the Holocaust Education Trust at
the end of March.
Year 10 PRE students will receive a letter straight after half term about our visit to
Watford Mosque and St Mary's Church. A reminder to all year 11 GCSE PRE students
that revision sessions take place every Monday lunchtime in the theatre from 1.30 2pm.

The Year 12 “Young Engineers” have made excellent progress with their prototype
“Pluto Rover”. A two-day workshop at Loughborough University in January enabled
them to use tools and equipment not available at school and this was followed by a
day at Leonardo’s offices in Luton. The scheme’s graduation day and inter-school
competition is being held at BGS, in the STEM building, in May.

Young Enterprise
The two teams of Year 12 students have
enjoyed considerable success and have
been praised by Young Enterprise Area
Managers not just for their business skills
but also as ambassadors for the school.
Look out for the students at school
events; your support will be much
appreciated!

Leonardo is also providing the
opportunity for a small group of Year 11
students to do their summer term work
experience with them.
In January two teams of year 8 students
took part in the First Lego League
competition at Cambridge University’s
Department for Engineering, supervised
by Mr Adcock and Matthew Bennett L6G.
The teams performed well on the day
with one being awarded the overall “Core
Values” award for innovation, inclusion
and teamwork. Following on from this,
WBGS will host an inter-school
competition for Year 7s, each team being
mentored by a member of the Year 8
teams that took part at Cambridge.

Viprus, with its WiFi “puck” designed to
allow “tap and go” registration on home
WiFi networks, has been very successful
at trade fayres, wining “Best Overall
Company” three times. Most recently at
Spitalfields market where they competed
against 50 other teams.

The winning team with Mr Adcock

Venator meanwhile has had significant
sales success with its odour-eating boot
(a problem that many parents will relate
to!) and was awarded Best Trade Stand at
both Intu Watford and Spitalfields.

Next half term we will see the launch of
the Go4SET stem competition for Year 9
students in the higher math and science
sets and Rampaging Chariots for Year 10
students taking D&T at GCSE; including a
mixed team with several students from
the girl’s school.

We would welcome hearing from any
reader who would consider being a
business mentor for WBGS next year.
Please contact Mr Chase via
office@watfordboys.org.

A full round up of the Cross Country season will follow at the end of the Spring term
when the fixtures are complete but a special mention must go to Senior and Junior
captains, Adam Serag L6P and Max Pendry 8P for representing the school at the
county cross country championships on Saturday 1st February. Also mention must go
to the senior team of, Adam Serag L6P, Tim Hire L6G, James Foley L6R and Harry
Henderson L6C who recently finished an excellent 6th place in the historic Radley
College Relays against the top cross country competing schools in England.
I am also looking forward to the annual ‘Boyt Mile’ in honour of Old Fullarian Arthur
Boyt, which will take place later in the term (for the top Athletes only) on the school
field when the weather is hopefully better.

Please Note - The Friends of
the School 2nd Hand Uniform
Shop
Is now located opposite the
English Block under the
covered walkway

Well done to Vincent Braniff 7N for reaching the finals of the ABA finals (amateur
boxing alliance) in Feltham on Saturday 8 of February. Where competing in the 3840kg weight category, he won a unanimous decision and became school boy
champion (for the minors class 2008) of England.

News from the Maths Department
For the second year running, all of Year 7 participated in NSPCC Number Day. They
took part in a “Who wants to be a Mathionaire?” challenge in lessons, and raised
sponsorship money depending on how many questions they answered. We look
forward to announcing the total raised for NSPCC’s valuable work when all the money
has been returned. The whole year group also took part in a “Quick-Fire Tricksy
Maths” challenge in registration and put their WBGS Learner skills to good use in
tackling some very tricksy problems. Particular credit is due to Diyen Varsani 7P, who
got all ten questions right! Many thanks to Ms Glypti (pictured) for all her hard work
in organising these fun and worthwhile events.

Sadly our run in the Hans Woyda competition came to an end in the first round of the
Plate last month. Nonetheless, we gave a very strong City of London team, who often
reach the latter stages of the main
competition, a run for their money, and
actually led going into the final “Race”
round. Unfortunately City of London
pipped us by split seconds in this final
head-to-head contest and so progressed
to the next round. Well done to all who
have represented the School so capably
this year: Charley Smith U6R (a key
team member for several years, who
has now competed for the last time),
Krishi Seksaria L6R, Thomas Connor L6G,
Jibran Khan 11C, Hamish Starling 11C,
Santosh Shah 11P, Jakub Skop 9P and
Aaryan Lal 9C.

Last week students from sets 1 and 2 in Years 9-11 took part in the UKMT
Intermediate Challenge. We look forward to receiving their results after half term.
We have now received the results of the Senior Olympiad and Kangaroo sat last term
though. In the latter, Jamie Barrett U6F is to be commended for his Merit certificate,
awarded to the top 25% of participants.
We were all very sad to bid a fond farewell to Miss Farhan at the end of the Autumn
Term and wish her the very best for her future plans. It was good to welcome back Dr
Buckley to temporarily cover classes, and then to be joined by Mr White at the end of
January.

Music Update
Congratulations to the musicians who played at Senior Prizegiving in early January.
The evening started with a superb performance of the opening movement of
Beethoven’s op 18 No 4 Quartet in C minor given by Jerry Yang L6B, Marco Marabese
L6N, Rory Bartlett-Tisdall 9B and Thomas Farnsworth L6C. Jerry Yang played the
musical interlude on the new school violin that was constructed at school so expertly
by boys and staff alike. This performance of Massenet’s beautiful Méditation was
magnificent and provided a moment of peace and reflection during the proceedings.
The first movement of Haydn’s Trumpet Concerto provided the rousing musical finale.
It was performed by Matthew Kenny U6F, a highly accomplished trumpet player, who
brought the piece to life for a very appreciative audience and provided a fitting
conclusion to the evening’s musical diversions.
Congratulations to Christian O’Brien 9F (double bass) for his Distinction in our
Associated Board Music Examinations taken at the end of last term. Merits were
achieved by Anirudh Ganesh 8T (piano), Cassius Horley 10G (piano), Jed Rickayzen 8T
(euphonium), Charlie Scott L6B (saxophone), Jayden Shah 8N (saxophone), Alejandro
To-Salvatierra 11N (piano) and Hayden Yau 8C (piano). This term’s Associated Board
Music Examinations start on Wednesday April 1st. Also, Kaeshav Anand 10N (oboe)
achieved a Distinction in his Trinity Music Examination.

Looking towards the second half of term, the Senior Choir will be repeating their very
successful Queen Concert with the London Film Music Orchestra, this time in
Nottingham on Friday 13th March. Perhaps some of you can join us for our mini tour!
Later in the same month, we have the two Spring Concerts planned for Wednesday
25th March and Thursday 26th March; Mr Hussey will issue details about these events
in due course via InTouch.
At the start of the Summer Term we hope to hold our Annual Music Competition. This
will give many students an opportunity to perform in the Muse Concert Hall in front of
a visiting adjudicator. Details about how to enter will appear during the second half of
term.
Students having instrumental lessons in school will receive their new instrumental
timetables for the second half of term via their personal school gmail during the half
term holiday. Please remind your son to check their school gmail for this timetable
and he should let Mr Hussey know if this has not been received at the very start of
term. We would then suggest that students make a careful note of their weekly lesson
times in their school planners.

Friends of the School (FOS)
Thank you to everyone who donated items to our Re-Gifting Appeal at the beginning
of this term. We are grateful for your support. Items received will be used at various
events throughout the year to raise money for the school. If you have your own
business, or work for an organisation that supports local charities, and would be
willing to donate a raffle or auction prize, we would be very grateful to receive any
type of product or service. Please email info@friendsofwbgs.org.
Match Funding is another simple way you can help make a big difference to our
fundraising. Many businesses offer fund-matching schemes whereby they will match
funds raised by charities that their employees are involved in. Companies that we are
aware of who offer this are listed on the sheet attached to the email or can be found
on our website www.friendsofwbgs.org.
If you work for one of these organisations, please do let us know or speak to your HR
department about how you can apply. It is often quite a simple process and we can
help with any forms or letters needed. This scheme is not exclusive to the major
corporate giants either. If you work for a small independent or local company, they
may be interested in charitable giving through match funding too.
Match Funding can potentially double the amount raised by one of our events so will
make a HUGE difference!
Don’t miss the Annual WBGS Quiz Night – Saturday 7th March, 7pm
Our next big fundraising event is the annual Quiz night which is taking place in the
STEM Centre on Saturday 7th March with Mr Cooksey as the Quizmaster. Why not get
some friends together and join us to test your knowledge on what is always a fun
evening. You can book a team onto your own table (maximum 10 people) or book
individually and we will allocate you to a table. Tickets are available via the Friends of
School website. Early bird discounts are available but only until the end of today
Friday 14th February, so be quick! After that tickets cost £20 which includes food,
which this year is again being provided by Punjabi Gourmet as feedback was SO good
last year – full menu is on the booking site. A licensed bar also selling soft drinks and
snacks will be available on the evening.

If quizzes are not your thing, we need volunteers to help on the bar for the evening. If
you are able to spare some time to help out it would be much appreciated – please let
us know via info@friendsofwbgs.org.
We have a couple of exciting new events planned for later this term and early next;
one for parents and one for boys as well. Please put these dates in your diary and look
out for more information:
•
Scalextric – Come along and race your friends on a huge 8-lane Scalextric
Track. Saturday 28th March 12-4pm.
•
Wine Tasting – an opportunity to taste a selection of summer wines on the
evening of Thursday 30th April.
As always, all information on Friends of School activities and events can be found on
the website www.friendsofwbgs.org
Thank you for your on-going support, have a lovely half-term break.

