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A new chapter in WBGS’
sporting history officially opens
4th December 2019 marked the start of a new
chapter in WBGS’ successful sports story, with
the official opening of our fabulous new Sports
Pavilion and astroturf.
The impressive new facilities were opened by
Andrew Needham, former Surrey county
cricketer, who has long ties with WBGS. The
opening event was attended by many of our
generous donors, who helped to make these new
facilities a reality, as well as staff, governors and
trustees of the school.
In his opening address, Andrew Needham
acknowledged the significant investment that
has gone into WBGS in recent years: “Many
changes have taken place – the music school, 6th
form block, the new STEM Centre and, on the
sports front, the Hockey and Rugby sections have
the new Clubhouse down at the New Field. So it
is most pleasing, and the plaudits must go to the
Headmaster, that the cricket section has now
caught up and has wonderful new nets and this
fantastic new Pavilion.”
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on the main school site. It was the first time that
WBGS had directly approached alumni to assist
with fundraising and your generosity was
fantastic – in total over £80,000 was donated to
the school as a result of the campaign.
The new astroturf is already being well used by
the pupils, who are benefitting from the extra
space and vastly improved playing surface.
The sports pavilion now matches the facilities at
the New Field, providing a first-class sports hall,
function room and balcony with wonderful views
over the school field and the back of the school.
Not only will it make a stunning venue for hosting
cricket teas in the future, but it also provides
another versatile space for external hirers to use
for a range of functions – helping to bring in
much-needed revenue for the school.
See page 3 for photos from the opening event.

The opening marks the conclusion of a major
fundraising campaign to improve our facilities

Ian Cooksey, Headmaster

broganl@watfordboys.org
Ian Cooksey, Headmaster
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Old Boy updates
Chance to reunite and reminisce
at OFA Dinner 2020

STEM lecture series a success

The ever-popular OFA Dinner is rapidly
approaching, with this year’s event promising to
be the biggest yet!

This academic year has already witnessed two
fascinating lectures from WBGS old boys as
part of our ongoing STEM twilight lecture
series.

The Dinner, which is open to all alumni, will take
place on Saturday 18th January, 2020, from
6.30pm – midnight in the traditional setting of
the WBGS Hall. Up to 200 old boys are expected
to attend - a prime opportunity to reunite with
former classmates and teachers alike.

In the first session, on 30th October, Dr Simon
Boxall (WBGS 1969-76) from Southampton
University, gave a presentation on Climate
Change and the Arctic. This topical subject
attracted a strong interest from students and
staff alike.

The keynote speaker at the 2020 Dinner will be
Mike Walters (WBGS 1974-81), sports writer for
the Daily Mirror. Mike has retained his family
connection to Watford despite a career that has
taken him to major sporting events around the
globe. As lively and engaging in person as he is in
print, his talk promises to be a highlight of the
evening.

Later in the term, on 21st October, Dr James
Murray, lecturer at Imperial College and WBGS
alumnus, delivered a fascinating talk on Light,
Crystals and Life, which many of our boys
found inspiring.

Tickets are priced at £45.00 per head and include
a three-course meal. There will be a bar
supplying drinks at competitive prices. To book
your place, please email Mike England at
mike.england@outlook.com

STEM lectures are open to pupils in years 10 –
13. We are always very grateful to alumni who
give their time to share their knowledge with
our students. If you work in the field of STEM
and may be interested in delivering a lecture,
please contact alumni@watfordboys.org

Leavers’ vs Old Boys rugby match

have already collected in excess of £120,000 to
go towards UCLH Haematology Cancer Care.

This year’s Leavers v Old Boys Game, which took
place on 31st August, was the first held in
memory of Elias Taylor, an old boy of the school
and prominent sportsman who sadly passed
away last August after a six-year battle with
leukaemia.

Special thanks must be reserved for Elias’
family and his close friends, Giorgio De Lucia,
Cameron Wells and Myles Finnegan, for their
hard work and dedication in making it all
possible. We are already looking forward to
next years’ event and will let you know the date
in the next issue of Fuller News.

The match itself was attended in its hundreds
and saw various 1XV captains from recent years,
including Julian Manieson, Giorgio De Lucia and
Rohan Finnegan, team up against some more
experienced alumni, such as Malcolm Harrison
and Oliver Murray, to put on a thrilling contest.
The match ended in a close victory for the team
captained by Rohan Finnegan.
Elias’ family and close friends have gone to great
lengths to memorialise his name and legacy with
several fundraising events in recent months and
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The WBGS Sports Pavilion official opening
“Thank you to everyone who donated to
this campaign and helped to provide these
wonderful facilities for the benefit of all our
boys for years to come.”
Giles Wallis, Director of Sport, WBGS
Andrew Needham opening the
Sports Pavilion

Ian Cooksey, Headmaster,
welcoming the guests

A chance to socialise and
reminisce

Giles Wallis closing the evening
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News from around the school
Sports headlines

Music

Rugby

In early November, our Senior Choir enjoyed a
wonderful musical experience at St. John’s, Smith
Square, performing Freddie Mercury and Queen
Greatest Hits with the London Film Music Orchestra.
It was fabulous to have the chance to perform at
such a prestigious London venue.

WBGS has had a positive start to the rugby season.
The 1XV progressed to the second round of the
National Cup, having beaten St Benedict’s, Ealing,
along the way. Unfortunately they were then
beaten by St. George’s College, Weybridge, in a
hard-fought game.
The U14s have recorded a string of wins across A
– D team level, most notably against Merchant
Taylor’s and St. George’s Harpenden. The U13s
also saw victories against St. George’s Harpenden
but, most significantly, recorded 50-0 wins for the
A, B and C teams away at St Albans!
At the start of term, we hosted a hugely-successful
inter-house rugby tournament for Year 7, with
over 400 boys and parents in attendance. For
many boys, this was their first introduction to
competitive rugby and they had a great day, which
resulted in Cassio house being crowned the
victors.

Sailing
The WBGS Sailing team had a terrific weekend of
racing at the National School Sailing Association
Topper Team Racing event. They fought hard in a
tough semi-final to take them through to the final
against the Lancashire B team. After some very
competitive sailing, they finished 2nd out of 21
teams. Rod Carr CBE, former Olympic coach,
awarded them their medals.

Rod Carr with Abby, Matthew & Tim

The choir then had the chance to reprise some of
their Queen numbers as part of our ever-popular
Autumn concerts. The concerts, which showcased
the talents of the full range of WBGS choirs and
orchestras alike, attracted over 400 audience
members across the two nights.
Speaking about their success, Stephen Hussey,
Director of Music at WBGS, said, “What can I say?
That was absolutely superb. Thank you to everyone
who took part in two evenings of brilliant musical
entertainment.”
Keep up to date with news about our forthcoming
concerts by following us on Twitter @wbgsmusic

WBGS in top 100 cricketing
schools in UK
For the second year in a row, WBGS has been placed
among the top 100 cricketing senior schools by The
Cricketer magazine.
All entries were judged against an extensive set of
criteria, which included a compelling commitment
to cricket in their curriculum, facilities, fixture
programmes and coaching.
Ian Cooksey, Headmaster, said, “This is a fantastic
accolade which recognises our ongoing investment
in our cricket facilities. With the recent addition of
our new nets and stunning new sports pavilion, our
cricket facilities now sit comfortably amongst the
best in the country.”
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So long to some WBGS stalwarts…
As we mentioned in the last issue of Fuller News, we bade farewell to some long-standing members
of WBGS staff at the end of the Summer. Many of you will remember Maureen Hill, Richard Davies
and Ross Panter from your time at WBGS. Here we reflect on their careers and their contribution to
life at Watford Boys.

Richard Davies
Maureen Hill
full of encouragement.
Maureen retired just a sixpence short of 25
years’ sterling service to the school. In her
time here, she served the English
department and the school leadership team
with dedication, integrity and calm good
humour.
Maureen will be remembered as a teacher
with passionately-held views on the
teaching of English - a champion of
discussion-based, collaborative learning and
the value of speaking and listening skills.
With her pragmatic, no-nonsense approach
to life, Maureen always sought
opportunities for all and constantly
challenged lazy elitism or misogyny.

Richard Davies
For 13 years, Mr Davies held the honour of being
the school’s best pun-ster and leek-loving
Classicist. Whether it was in leading our pupils
to outstanding results in their Latin exams,
contributing to the wider life of the school by
taking a yearly rugby team, or keeping us all
guessing over how Welsh he actually is with that
fluctuating accent, Mr Davies will be sorely
missed.
Famous for his snoring on school trips and his
assembly on leeks, Mr Davis will also be
remembered for teaching Latin in a way that
kept the language light-hearted and fun. Far
from reciting declensions and silent-translating
tasks, his classrooms were frequently laughterfilled and full of encouragement.

Ross Panter
As the Head of Year 7 for so many of his 30 years at
WBGS, the majority of OFs will have been familiar with
Mr Panter. He was renowned for being passionate about
his subject (History), competitive and sports-mad. Mr
Panter loved travel and frequently accompanied school
trips, including visits to Communist Russia, Cambodia,
Greece and Italy, amongst others. Most Year 7s valued his
gentle guidance and understanding as they started the
school - he always helped to ensure that the boys’ needs
were met using his considerable reserves of sensitivity,
patience and, when needed, firmness.
As well as a champion of History teaching, Ross was also a
very successful PT teacher. He retained a great
enthusiasm for sport and took part in a great many staffstudent fixtures over the years. His retirement cricket
match in July this year provided a fitting send-off.
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From the archives
A glimpse at our foundation year – 1704
All over England, new Charity Schools were appearing. In that ‘Age of Enlightenment’, people like
Mrs Fuller knew there had to be an end to the ignorance and irreligion of the poor. Learning to
read, and other useful things, should fill six days, then on Sundays our pupils would go to church.
In 1703, Peter the Great founded St. Petersburg, just before kind Mrs Fuller got our Free School
started – but only just. That generous lady acquired a piece of the ancient churchyard and had a
building erected in the Queen Anne style: that same Queen Anne who was praising Marlborough’s
army for routing the French at Blenheim, and who was glad her new Colonies were prospering in
America.
Watford was then an agricultural market town. There was only one main road, Watford Street, but
a few lanes could take you to Oxhey or even as far as Leavesden if you wanted work. The town had
bakers, millers, butchers and brewers, with shop signs to guide the less literate. Farm jobs were
available, especially at harvest time. Bartering was as common as using coin. Cows and sheep
moved along country lanes to market; hay wagons were the biggest vehicles you saw.
Mrs Fuller died in 1709, at a time when England had joined Scotland in the Act of Union, giving us
the flag we have today. Her school, with its few dozen girls and boys, continued with wise Trustees
and vital endowments. Some of her original pupils even lived long enough to read that Captain
Cook had explored the great Pacific, or that the American colonies wanted Independence.
Even longer after that, Watford acquired a canal (1798), France had a Revolution, and by 1804 we
had Napoleon to fight and our school centenary to celebrate. In the 1880s, we moved to a new,
larger building at Derby Road as a ‘Grammar School’. We passed 200 years in 1904 and, in 1912,
our boys moved to 12 acres of countryside on leafy ‘Ricky’ Road, while our girls went to our sister
Grammar School at Lady’s Close. Now even our 300-year celebrations are a bit of our history.
Russell Pegler, WBGS Archivist

Did you know?

A sign of the times…

We believe that all aspects of the Fuller
portrait are correct. It is known as the 1708
portrait as it was painted shortly before Mrs
Fuller died. She was a wealthy widow and is
seen with a hood of the Queen Anne period.
The painting is well preserved as it was
covered by wooden shutters for a long time,
opened only on Founder’s Days. It is now in
the Watford Grammar School for Boys’ hall. A
copy, made by a pupil, Betty Waters, in 1947,
is on display in the Girls’ Grammar.

Remember your termly calendar? The
pocket-sized school ‘bible’ that contained
everything you needed to know about what
was happening, by whom, where for the term
ahead? Well, they have finally succumbed to
the era of electronic calendars. From January,
the school will only be issuing printed
calendars to pupils in years 7 and 8. All boys
in older years use tablets in school and they
will be able to access an online version of the
calendar via these.

It is generally believed that Mrs Fuller’s
admirers insisted that she deserved the
honour of a portrait after years of local
philanthropy, including the foundation of our
schools.

Whilst the introduction of this change hasn’t
been without a sense of nostalgia, it will help
to reduce the school’s paper usage and lower
its printing costs – both important for helping
the school’s environmental footprint and
shrinking budget.
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WBGS memories
Due to a quirk in the provision of post-war education, it was once possible for boys to
spend over 11 years at WBGS. The longest ‘serving’ of these was Peter Johnson (born
15th July 1937), who spent 11.3 years at WBGS (September 1944 – December 1955).
Here, Peter recalls highlights of his time at WBGS.
“The important factor in the background at the
time of my starting at the school was the 1944
Butler Education Act. Basically it re-organised
primary and secondary education with the break
at age 11, abolished fees for state secondary
schools and set up the post-war organisation of
state education, which lasted until the
introduction of comprehensive schools a couple
of decades later. It was regarded as progressive
at the time, and certainly made secondary
education more available to girls and children
from poorer homes. As far as WBGS was
concerned, it led to the abolition of the Junior
school and of fees (my parents paid fees for my
first year).
We joined at age seven, following an entrance
test involving, as I recall, spelling, reading,
writing and simple arithmetic. The Junior school
was administered as part of the main school, and
occupied the classrooms on the ground floor at
the Shepherd’s Road end of the building. I think
that classes were numbered 1 and 2, divided into
Lower and Upper to cover four years. Certainly
senior school classes, of which there four in each
year, were numbered 3, 4, 5, Lower and Upper
Remove up to GSCE, followed by the 6th Form
(relatively small in those days) for those who
intended to go to university.
There was no internal selection for forms 3 and
4, thereafter we were divided with 5A etc. for
boys better at or more interested in science and
maths, 5B for those of us better at or more
interested in the Humanities and 5C and 5D (I
think but it may have been 5C1 and 2) for others.
We all had to take and pass the 11+ to stay at the
school. I think that we all passed, but had
anyone not they would have been transferred to
a local Secondary Modern school, of which there
were two or three in the area. I suppose this all
may seem a bit hard to modern eyes, but it was a
considerable advance on the pre-war
situation. Our class dwindled to eleven because
of the cut-off date for taking the 11 +. We were
too young to take it a year earlier.

The third year 6th Form was to allow boys to
take university scholarship and entrance exams
after A levels, usually in December. Nearly
everyone went to Oxbridge or London with a few,
including my friend, going to Bristol, Keele which
was newly established, or Reading. This meant
that most left before completing the third year,
either to take a break before university or to do
National Service.
My family was Watford-based for decades - three
of my uncles and two cousins also went to the
school. It was always a school with a fine
reputation both academically and in other
ways. When I was there there was a very full
programme of extra-curricular activities, both
sporting and non-sporting with a full calendar of
fixtures, mainly rugby, cricket and hockey
against other schools. I avoided rugby as far as I
could because I was very small (the smallest boy
in the school until I was 14 or 15), but got my
cricket colours and was captain of hockey. We
also had CCF on Monday after school, and school
orchestra on Thursdays plus cricket nets once or
twice a week. There were also after-school clubs
for other interests as well as an annual school
play. All this was supervised by members of the
teaching staff for no extra reward, and they had
books to mark when they got home! They simply
seem to have accepted that the extra duties were
part and parcel of normal life and got on with it,
for relatively little pay in those days. The
teachers were a mixed bunch, of course, some
better at keeping order than others; some more
or less interesting; some inspiring but one has
enormous respect and lasting affection for them
collectively. Taken together they did a wonderful
job.
The Headmaster for my first few years was Percy
Bolton - traditional, but much loved and
respected. We were all sad to see him go, but it
was time for a change. And what a change when
Harry Ree took over. In many ways he was a real
breath of fresh air, except when he was smoking
his beloved Gauloises, but that is another story.”
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Dates for your diary

Keep in touch

17th December 2019: Carol Service, St Michael’s

You can stay in regular contact with WBGS through
our website and social media channels:

18th January 2020: OFA Annual Dinner, WBGS
7th March 2020: Annual FoS Quiz Night, STEM
25th & 26th March 2020: Spring Concert
21st– 23rd May 2020: Lower School play

www.watfordboys.org
@wbgsexcellence
Watford Grammar School for Boys Alumni

A GILES cartoon dedicated to WBGS. Can you remember GILES visiting WBGS or do you know when
this visit took place? If you can help us to solve this mystery, please email alumni@watfordboys.org

Help us to reach more Old Boys
We know that many of our Old Boys stay in close contact with their friends from school for the rest of their
lives. If you enjoy receiving Fuller News, please pass it on and ask your friends to sign up to receive further
issues too.
Fuller News is distributed twice a year by Watford Grammar School for Boys and is designed to help forge
greater links with our thousands of Old Boys across the country and around the world.
The school is always interested in hearing from former students, and would particularly like to hear from
anyone who would be willing to contribute their time or resources to help current pupils. To express interest,
please contact our alumni team on alumni@watfordboys.org or 01923 208900 ext 272.
To get in touch by post, please contact: Hollie Rendall, Development Director, Watford Grammar School for
Boys, Rickmansworth Road, Herts WD18 7JF.

